
It’s the first Sunday of Advent today, and I’m planning to share 
with you a special topical study on the next Sunday departing 
from our Journey through the Bible. So, I want to share with you 
today this message about Rapture, jumping to the chapter 4, 
in-stead of the chapter 3 of the Book of Thessalonians.

 We first need to talk about what motivated Paul to speak of this 
great doctrine of the last days. It was because the Thessalonians 
had sorrow in their hearts.
 At the beginning of today's text, Paul is talking about the reason 
for this sorrow.
 Many of the Thessalonians believed that the second coming of 
Jesus would hap-pen while they were still alive, but when Jesus' 
second coming was later than they thought, their loved ones kept 
dying. They were grieving at the thought that members who had 
died before Jesus returned would not be able to live with our Lord 
in glory in heaven.
 As for the reason of their sorrow was ignorance of God’s plan.
 They grieved like the hopeless.
 Of course, if someone dies without receiving Jesus Christ, there 
is no hope.
 Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life; no one comes to 
the Father except through me.” Because there is no way but 
Christ.
 Jesus said that he who does not believe in Jesus is already 
cursed because he does not believe.
 He also said that He is the resurrection and the life; whoever 
believes in Him will live even if they die, and whoever lives and 
believes in Him will never die.
 This is a fundamental proclamation that divides all humans into 
one of two cate-gories.
 The first group is believers.

 The second group is the unbelievers.
 The first group is those who have the hope of eternal life. 
 The second group is those who do not have the hope of eternal 
life.
 Naturally, when a loved one who was a believer dies, we grieve.
 Because we're going to miss them, and we'll miss out on that 
love and the impact they had on us. 
 Our sorrow is different from that of the hopeless. 
 In fact, we're glad they get to be with our Lord.

 So Paul proclaims a faith that transforms all our sorrows.
 That Jesus died and was also resurrected.
 Before dying, Jesus told his disciples that he would die and rise 
again, saying, I will live and you will live. 
 The resurrection of Jesus gives us hope. 
 Peter said:
[I Pet. 1:3] Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has begotten 
us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Je-sus 

Christ from the dead,
 Paul cried out, “O death, where is your sting; O death, where is 
your victory?” And he declares that the sting of death is a sin, 
which Jesus has taken away. So he says, “Thanks be to God, 
who gives the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”
 We believe that our loved ones will come with Jesus at His 
Second Coming. This is the verse right before today's text. “God 
will bring him with him” (verse 14). 
 Their coming with the Lord obviously means that they are with 
the Lord now. 
 Paul said that our bold desire is “to depart from the body and 
remain with the Lord” (2 Corinthians 5:8). 

 He said to the Philippians, “It is good for me to leave the body 
and dwell with the Lord, but I do not know which one I will 
choose because you need me.” 
 Paul said that he had a glorious experience of being dragged 
into heaven, without knowing whether he was alive or dead. 
 Paul said that when our earthly tent house is destroyed, a new 
tent prepared by God, not made by human hands, which is the 
eternal tent of heaven (2 Corinthians 5). 
 Paul said that we who are alive will not have priority over those 
who are asleep un-til the Lord comes. 
 In the King James version, this word is said to prevent, i.e., not 
to overtake. 
 We cannot get ahead of them in the presence of Jesus. They 
are ahead of us. If we go to the Lord before the Second Coming 
of Jesus, it will be the same for us. 
 We can say with certainty that our loved ones who have died in 
Christ precede us in glory.

 And then Paul speaks of the rapture of the church.
 Our Lord first comes down from heaven. Paul speaks of the 
events that will accom-pany Jesus' return in the air.
 He comes with a loud shout. 
 He also comes with the voice of the archangel. 
 Then God's trumpet will sound. 
 Jesus' voice will be like the voice of an archangel. 
 His voice will also be like the sound of a trumpet.
[Rev. 1:10] I was in the Spirit on the Lord's Day, and I heard 

behind me a loud voice, as of a trumpet,
[Rev. 4:1] After these things I looked, and behold, a door 

standing open in heaven. And the first voice which I heard 
was like a trumpet speaking with me, saying, "Come up 

here, and I will show you things which must take place after 

this."
 He will cry out in a trumpet-like voice, “Come up here.”
 Then it was said that the dead in Christ rise first. There are 
difficulties in interpreting this part. 
 The Bible says they have already risen and will come with the 
Lord. What does it mean that the dead in Christ rise first? 
 What do you mean they get up first? I don't really have an 
answer either. 
 But it may simply mean that they have already risen and are in 
glory before us. It would just be an expression of order. 
 After that we, the survivors, will also be caught up with them in 
the clouds to meet the Lord in the air... 
 It should be noted that this does not mean the second coming of 
Jesus. Jesus does not come down to earth at this time, but we 
meet him in the air. He will return to this earth in glory and then 
all eyes will see him.  
[Col. 3:4] When Christ who is our life appears, then you also 

will appear with Him in glory.
 This event will happen in the blink of an eye and only the church 
will participate.
[I Cor. 15:51-53] Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all 
sleep, but we shall all be changed-- (52) in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will 

sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we 
shall be changed. (53) For this corruptible must put on 
incorruption, and this mortal must put on im-mortality.

 The world will never know until all this is over, so by the time 
they find out it will be too late. 
 Hebrews says:

[Heb. 9:28] so Christ was offered once to bear the sins of 
many. To those who eagerly wait for Him He will appear a 

second time, apart from sin, for salvation.

 The word translated “lift up” in the text is the Greek word 
“harpazo”. Literally, it means “to be moved by some strong force.” 
 Things were not going well when Paul appeared before the 
Jerusalem council, and he knew that half of them were Pharisees, 
believing in the resurrection, and half of them, Sadducees, not 
believing in the resurrection, and that there was a con-stant 
dispute between them. Paul said, “I believe in the resurrection of 
the dead, and for this I have come here.” Immediately they began 
to fight over the issue of the resurrection, and the captain of the 
Roman guard, fearing that they would tear Paul, ordered the 
soldiers to bring Paul out. It is the Greek word “harpazo” that is 
drawn here. 
 Some people deny the rapture of the church because they 
ignorantly claim that the word rapture is not found in the Bible. It 
depends on which Bible you read. 
 All the Bibles have been translated from Greek, where the word 
is harpazo, which is “raptus” if you read the Latin Bible. 
 The word rapture in English is a translation of the Latin word 
raptus. 
 It is as if those who deny the millennium claim that the word is 
not in the Bible. The Bible tells us that Jesus will live and reign for 
a thousand years. A thousand years in Latin is mille annum, and 
millennium in English is a Latin translation.

(Conclusion) We will meet the Lord in the air, and we will always 
be with the Lord.
 Note that we do not say here that we live forever in heaven.
 We will come down to this earth and live and reign with Christ for 
a thousand years. 
 Here we have to look through the book of Revelation to see what 
will happen while we are with the Lord in heaven. 
 Revelation chapters 4 and 5 talk about the things of the kingdom 

of heaven. 
 And chapters 6 to 18 explain in detail what will happen on this 
earth after the church is moved from this earth.
 So we are with the Lord forever. The kingdom of God is 
righteousness, peace, and joy. His presence is full of joy, and in 
his right hand are endless joys. And in the generations to come he 
will show us the riches of his grace and love forever.
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[I Thes. 4:16-18]   

For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a 

shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the 

trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. (17) 

Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up 

together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the 

air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. (18) 
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 His voice will also be like the sound of a trumpet.
[Rev. 1:10] I was in the Spirit on the Lord's Day, and I heard 

behind me a loud voice, as of a trumpet,
[Rev. 4:1] After these things I looked, and behold, a door 

standing open in heaven. And the first voice which I heard 
was like a trumpet speaking with me, saying, "Come up 

here, and I will show you things which must take place after 

this."
 He will cry out in a trumpet-like voice, “Come up here.”
 Then it was said that the dead in Christ rise first. There are 
difficulties in interpreting this part. 
 The Bible says they have already risen and will come with the 
Lord. What does it mean that the dead in Christ rise first? 
 What do you mean they get up first? I don't really have an 
answer either. 
 But it may simply mean that they have already risen and are in 
glory before us. It would just be an expression of order. 
 After that we, the survivors, will also be caught up with them in 
the clouds to meet the Lord in the air... 
 It should be noted that this does not mean the second coming of 
Jesus. Jesus does not come down to earth at this time, but we 
meet him in the air. He will return to this earth in glory and then 
all eyes will see him.  
[Col. 3:4] When Christ who is our life appears, then you also 

will appear with Him in glory.
 This event will happen in the blink of an eye and only the church 
will participate.
[I Cor. 15:51-53] Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all 
sleep, but we shall all be changed-- (52) in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will 

sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we 
shall be changed. (53) For this corruptible must put on 
incorruption, and this mortal must put on im-mortality.

 The world will never know until all this is over, so by the time 
they find out it will be too late. 
 Hebrews says:

[Heb. 9:28] so Christ was offered once to bear the sins of 
many. To those who eagerly wait for Him He will appear a 

second time, apart from sin, for salvation.

 The word translated “lift up” in the text is the Greek word 
“harpazo”. Literally, it means “to be moved by some strong force.” 
 Things were not going well when Paul appeared before the 
Jerusalem council, and he knew that half of them were Pharisees, 
believing in the resurrection, and half of them, Sadducees, not 
believing in the resurrection, and that there was a con-stant 
dispute between them. Paul said, “I believe in the resurrection of 
the dead, and for this I have come here.” Immediately they began 
to fight over the issue of the resurrection, and the captain of the 
Roman guard, fearing that they would tear Paul, ordered the 
soldiers to bring Paul out. It is the Greek word “harpazo” that is 
drawn here. 
 Some people deny the rapture of the church because they 
ignorantly claim that the word rapture is not found in the Bible. It 
depends on which Bible you read. 
 All the Bibles have been translated from Greek, where the word 
is harpazo, which is “raptus” if you read the Latin Bible. 
 The word rapture in English is a translation of the Latin word 
raptus. 
 It is as if those who deny the millennium claim that the word is 
not in the Bible. The Bible tells us that Jesus will live and reign for 
a thousand years. A thousand years in Latin is mille annum, and 
millennium in English is a Latin translation.

(Conclusion) We will meet the Lord in the air, and we will always 
be with the Lord.
 Note that we do not say here that we live forever in heaven.
 We will come down to this earth and live and reign with Christ for 
a thousand years. 
 Here we have to look through the book of Revelation to see what 
will happen while we are with the Lord in heaven. 
 Revelation chapters 4 and 5 talk about the things of the kingdom 

of heaven. 
 And chapters 6 to 18 explain in detail what will happen on this 
earth after the church is moved from this earth.
 So we are with the Lord forever. The kingdom of God is 
righteousness, peace, and joy. His presence is full of joy, and in 
his right hand are endless joys. And in the generations to come he 
will show us the riches of his grace and love forever.
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It’s the first Sunday of Advent today, and I’m planning to share 
with you a special topical study on the next Sunday departing 
from our Journey through the Bible. So, I want to share with you 
today this message about Rapture, jumping to the chapter 4, 
in-stead of the chapter 3 of the Book of Thessalonians.
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 At the beginning of today's text, Paul is talking about the reason 
for this sorrow.
 Many of the Thessalonians believed that the second coming of 
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 As for the reason of their sorrow was ignorance of God’s plan.
 They grieved like the hopeless.
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is no hope.
 Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life; no one comes to 
the Father except through me.” Because there is no way but 
Christ.
 Jesus said that he who does not believe in Jesus is already 
cursed because he does not believe.
 He also said that He is the resurrection and the life; whoever 
believes in Him will live even if they die, and whoever lives and 
believes in Him will never die.
 This is a fundamental proclamation that divides all humans into 
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love and the impact they had on us. 
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 So Paul proclaims a faith that transforms all our sorrows.
 That Jesus died and was also resurrected.
 Before dying, Jesus told his disciples that he would die and rise 
again, saying, I will live and you will live. 
 The resurrection of Jesus gives us hope. 
 Peter said:
[I Pet. 1:3] Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has begotten 
us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Je-sus 
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to overtake. 
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 And then Paul speaks of the rapture of the church.
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the dead, and for this I have come here.” Immediately they began 
to fight over the issue of the resurrection, and the captain of the 
Roman guard, fearing that they would tear Paul, ordered the 
soldiers to bring Paul out. It is the Greek word “harpazo” that is 
drawn here. 
 Some people deny the rapture of the church because they 
ignorantly claim that the word rapture is not found in the Bible. It 
depends on which Bible you read. 
 All the Bibles have been translated from Greek, where the word 
is harpazo, which is “raptus” if you read the Latin Bible. 
 The word rapture in English is a translation of the Latin word 
raptus. 
 It is as if those who deny the millennium claim that the word is 
not in the Bible. The Bible tells us that Jesus will live and reign for 
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millennium in English is a Latin translation.
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 What do you mean they get up first? I don't really have an 
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 But it may simply mean that they have already risen and are in 
glory before us. It would just be an expression of order. 
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believing in the resurrection, and that there was a con-stant 
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the dead, and for this I have come here.” Immediately they began 
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soldiers to bring Paul out. It is the Greek word “harpazo” that is 
drawn here. 
 Some people deny the rapture of the church because they 
ignorantly claim that the word rapture is not found in the Bible. It 
depends on which Bible you read. 
 All the Bibles have been translated from Greek, where the word 
is harpazo, which is “raptus” if you read the Latin Bible. 
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